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Alumni award winners announced





     Every year Ursinus presents 
a handful of alumni several dif-
ferent awards, and this year there 
are two particularly noteworthy 
winners: Matthew D. Weintraub 
’90 and Ross Doughty ’68.  
      Weintraub will be awarded 
the Alumni Award for Profes-
sional Achievement and Doughty 
will be awarded the Henry P. 
and M. Page Laughlin Educator 
Award. Other winners this year 
include: Samuel C. Totaro ’69 
who will be awarded the Alumni 
Award for Service to Humanity, 
and Elizabeth Cannon ’10 who 
will be awarded The Rising Star 
Alumni Award. The winners of 
the two Senior Alumni Awards 
are Johnathan Myers and Susana 
Zelaya Rivera. 
     The Alumni Award for Profes-
sional Achievement is especially 
prestigious. “This award rec-
ognizes an individual who has 
reached significant professional 
achievements through exemplary 
leadership. Achievements may 
be specific to a chosen career, 
industry or entrepreneurial quest. 
Consideration is also given to the 
nominee’s contributions to his or 
her community and the College,” 
according to the Ursinus website.
     The recipient, Weintraub, 
graduated from Ursinus in 
1990 with a BA in politics. He 
accumulated several accolades 
such as being a resident advisor 
and being a member of the Cub 
and Key Society and of Delta 
Pi Sigma. Weintraub grew up in 
Southampton Township, gradu-
ated from Ursinus, and earned a 
law degree at Temple University 
in 1993. He then served as an 
adjunct professor at three institu-
tions including Delaware Valley 
College, Rowan University, and 
DeSales University.
     Nowadays, Weintraub works 
as District Attorney for Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. He has 
tried more than 100 criminal 
cases, has prosecuted 19 defen-
dants for somel level of homi-
cide, has led many of the District 
Attorney’s office’s anti-heroin 
initiatives, and, according the 
“Philadelphia Inquirer,” is cur-
rently working on a murder case 
involving five victims. Weintraub 
also gives back to the Ursinus 
community by allowing stu-
dents to shadow him in his work 
through the college’s Externship 
Program which Jenna Severa 
’21 and Julianna Berardi ’21 at-
tended in the Winter of 2019.
     Another noteworthy award 
winner is the Henry P. and M. 
Page Laughlin Educator Award. 
Recipient S. Ross Doughty  “has 
devoted his life to education and, 
more specifically, education at 
Ursinus College,” according to 
the Ursinus website. Doughty 
has been involved with Ursinus 
for 50 years now. He gradu-
ated from Ursinus with a BA in 
history while playing intramural 
football as well. Doughty was a 
professor who taught from 1975 
to 2018. During his extensive 
professorial career, he “served 
as history department chair on 
two separate occasions, lent 
his leadership to the education 
department as acting chair, as-
sisted with the establishment of 
the East Asian Studies minor and 
was an advocate and volunteer 
for the International Relations 
Program.” 
     This year’s Alumni Awards 
ceremony will take place on 
Saturday, April 13th at three 
o’clock in the afternoon. The 
above named individuals will be 
honored along with two current 
seniors, Johnathan Myers and 
Susana Zelaya Rivera, who were 
nominated to win the Senior 
Alumni Award by their peers 
here at Ursinus.
     On March 20, a number of 
participants shared their personal 
stories with an audience of CIE 
students, professors, and the UC 
community as part of the Diver-
sity Monolgues. 
      According to the Ursinus 
College website, the Diversity 
Monologues are “a compilation 
of uncensored, open, and free 
monologues that are meant to 
share with the Ursinus Com-
munity how it feels for differ-
ent students to be themselves 
on campus and in the greater 
community.” The Diversity 
Monologues are meant to evoke 
feelings of unity and together-
ness between the speakers and 
audience members by sharing 
stories and personal experiences. 
The event is one of the few times 
when the Ursinus community 
can gather as one and listen to 
students’ stories and learn more 
about the many diverse identities 
on campus.
     The event was sponsored by 
UCARE and the Bonner Pro-
gram, and had Bonner students 
Emily Shiplett ’20, Jennifer Ber-
rios ’22, Thea Pastras ’21, Chase 
Opperman ’21, and Emily Harris 
’21 co-hosting this year. Berrios 
said, “[it] can give a platform 
to so many POC students…it 
is encouraging to have [them] 
be brave and voice their stories 
because it is important being in 
a [primarily white institution].” 
Berrios would like to participate 
in the future Diversity Mono-
logues event and talk about her 
family’s immigration problems.
      Shiplett, who co-hosted for 
the first time, discussed new 
changes in this year’s event. “In 
previous years, students have felt 
uncomfortable or ill-prepared 
for the intensity of some mono-
logues,” Shiplett began. “To 
combat this, we reached out to 
CIE professors to provide verbal 
trigger warnings to their classes.” 
Shiplett added that there were 
Peer Advocates outside the Len-
fest Theatre auditorium in case 
students needed some comfort or 
support during or after the event. 
The doors were propped open 
in case students got uncom-
fortable and decided to leave. 
Monologues were introduced 
before starting, so students in the 
audience were able to prepare 
themselves for what was shared. 
     In terms of collaborating 
with her Bonner teammates and 
getting the work done, Shiplett 
stated, “tons of work was put 
into planning and creating this 
event. [But] the event truly relies 
on the willingness of the students 
to share their experiences to the 
rest of the campus.”
     The speakers spoke on a 
variety of topics such as sexual 
assault, drugs, disabilities, and 
race.  Some of the speakers were 
Emily Riley, Tyree Williams-
Jackson, Paul Vecchio, Kiley 
Addis, and Jailene Rodriguez.
     The hope is that the event was 
especially meaningful to first 
year students. The CIE Ques-
tions, including  “What should 
matter to me,” “how should we 
live together,”  and “what will I 
do?” were part of the academic 
aspect of the CIE Common 
Event.
     For Berrios, this was a new 
experience for her. “I know this 
can be a very emotional event,” 
Berrios said before the event, 
“and I expect to be very open-
minded to everyone’s stories. 
This [event will] really answer 
‘How should we live together?’”
Photo courtesy of Ursinus Communications
Matthew D. Weintraub ’90 speaks to tbe press.
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Ursinus honors Dr. Crigler’s legacy
Shelsea Deravil
shderavil@ursinus.edu
     The late Dr. Robert Crigler 
was honored on March 5 at 4:00 
pm in the Berman Museum. 
Crigler was the first African-
American graduate at Ursinus 
in 1956, and is the namesake for 
the Crigler Institute program, a 
four credit course offered during 
the summer and fall of the first 
semester for first-year students. 
In addition to the coursework, 
students have the opportunity to 
participate in a community ser-
vice project, connect with Ursi-
nus alumni, and attend leadership 
workshops. Crigler passed away 
on Oct. 28, 2018 at the age of 
84. The event celebrated student 
founders or “firsts” on Ursinus’s 
campus, and looked back on 
Crigler’s legacy and the impact 
he left for future and current 
students of color at Ursinus.
     Paulette Patton, emeritus 
director of multicultural student 
services and Crigler Program, 
spoke on Crigler’s life and leg-
acy at Ursinus. She first learned 
about Dr. Crigler through an old 
box of findings that were brought 
to her office the first year she 
started at Ursinus in 1997. Patton 
played a massive role in petition-
ing for the name change of the 
Bridge Program to the Crigler 
program in 2011. 
     “The challenges Dr. Crigler 
had to endure as a black boy…
moving to another state and com-
munity he knew nothing about,” 
Patton said. “we need to take the 
time to honor him.”
     At Ursinus, Crigler played 
football, baseball, sung in the 
choir, and majored in psychol-
ogy. He shared an experience 
with Patton about the time he 
was rejected service at a restau-
rant because he was black- in 
protest, the rest of his football 
team decided not to eat there. 
     “This [act] made him feel like 
he was really part of the team,” 
Patton said. 
     His other achievements 
include a master’s degree from 
Pepperdine University and a  
Ph.D.from the Claremont Gradu-
ate School. Crigler also received 
an Alumni Association Profes-
sional Achievement Award in 
1998, and an honorary Doctor of 
Science degree from Ursinus in 
2006. In addition, Crigler served 
as the executive director of 
Chaparral Treatment Center, and 
assistant executive director of 
Penny Lane, both in Calif.
     The event celebrated Ursinus 
alumni who were founders, or 
“firsts,” of organizations and 
clubs for minority groups. Tarika 
Tiggett-James ’99, founder of 
SUN, Ursinus’ Black Student 
Union, said “what you learn 
at Ursinus will take you far if 
you embrace everything that 
you can…step outside the box 
mentally and physically, [and] be 
adaptable to the community and 
environment.” 
     James, M.D., was a resident 
advisor and member of the 
gospel choir. She is currently 
the Chief Medical Officer of the 
P.E.O.P.L.E. or the Project of the 
Long Island Federally Quali-
fied Health Center. P.E.O.P.L.E, 
stands for Pre-Exposure Out-
reach, Prevention, and Lifestyle 
Education. The  an initiative 
promoting HIV awareness and 
prevention. 
     Dominique Adger-Thomas 
’01, founder of ALMA, said she 
“doesn’t know what her four 
years at Ursinus would’ve been 
like without the Bridge Program. 
[It] gave us perspective to be 
determined…to do something 
better with life and school. I’m 
grateful for [it].” Thomas added 
that SUN was the model for 
Thomas, and a few others, to cre-
ate ALMA in 1998 for their own 
community. Thomas majored in 
Spanish and minored in Second-
ary Schooling. She serves as 
an ESL specialist, and in other 
educational settings.
     Sabrina Clarke ’09, founder 
of MAPS, earned her doctoral 
degree of Osteopathic Medi-
cine from Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic Medicine. She 
started MAPS to bridge the gap 
that caused underrepresented 
minorities to stray away from ob-
taining their goals of professional 
positions. Clarke was unable 
to attend the event but Rodolfo 
Coplin ’13, a former president of 
MAPS and biology major who 
had the opportunity to work with 
Clark, spoke on her behalf. 
     Coplin said, “The Bridge Pro-
gram, now known as the Crigler 
Institute, was responsible in large 
part for my success as a minority 
student. Being a part of it gave 
me the tools necessary to navi-
gate the undergraduate curricu-
lums, and allowed me to build a 
strong network of support that 
would require within me—with 
confidence and determination—
to achieve my goals.” Coplin 
is currently a senior manager 
of operations in Camden high 
school districts.
     Voices of Praise Gospel Choir 
founder, Michael Adenaike ’00, 
remarked, “Crigler paved the 
way for minority inclusion at Ur-
sinus, which continue to blossom 
today. If I didn’t come [to Ursi-
nus], I wouldn’t have met Patton, 
and [the] late Rev. Rice and 
President Strassburger, who were 
all so dedicated to diversifying 
the college and invested so much 
in minority advancement. They 
took an interest in me and people 
like me.” Adenaike directed the 
choir for 12 years. He is a cardi-
ologist in Doylestown, P.A.
     Assistant Professor of His-
tory Edward Onaci said of the 
event, “it was great to hear from 
a couple of former students. Ms. 
Patton is the keeper of this his-
tory of Dr. Crigler… [with the] 
knowledge and experience on 
him.”
     All the “first” alumni rec-
ognized Patton as their biggest 
mentor throughout their four 
years at Ursinus. Other speak-
ers at the event consisted of an 
alumnus reflection by Dr. Lynne 
Edwards ’88, also a Crigler 
RA the same year, remarks by 
Dr. Nzadi Kieta and Dr. Patri-
cia Lott. The event ended with 
closing remarks by President 
Blomberg and began with a wel-
coming by Presidential Advisor 
for Inclusion and Equity Dean 
Terrence Williams. The blessing 
of the event was done by Rev. 
Terri Ofori. The Voices in Praise 
Gospel Choir also performed. 
     Dr. Crigler’s impact on this 
campus was profound and he 
will be missed. 
“The challenges Dr. Crigler 
had to endure as a black boy 
...moving to another state 
and commmunity he knew 
nothing about, we need to 
take the time to honor him.”
—Dr, Paulette Patton
Former Director of Multicultural 
Services
“It  was great to hear from 
a couple of former students. 
Ms. Patton is the keeper 
of this history of Dr. Crigler 
...[with the] knowledge and 
experience on him”
—Dr. Edward Onaci
Assistant Profesor of History
Photo courtesy of Ursinus Communications
Dr. Crigler made history as Ursinus’ first African-American 
student.
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Artist Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez is coming to Ursinus to tell all about 
his work with Puerto Rico and how that influences his comic books.
Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez will speak on campus on March 28th.




     On Thursday, March 28 at 
7:00 pm in Olin Auditorium, 
Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez 
will come to Ursinus College 
to share his comic book, “La 
Borinqueña,” which translates to 
“the Puerto Rican,” and is also 
a reference to the Puerto Rican 
national anthem. 
     Miranda-Rodriguez created 
a female Puerto Rican super-
hero as the main character of his 
comic book with the lofty goal 
of defying the stereotypes set by 
typical white, male superheroes. 
Instead of fighting villains and 
other “bad guys,” she is a woman 
who fights the crises occurring in 
Puerto Rico. Her costume uses 
the colors of the country’s flag 
–– “red and white stripes with a 
blue triangle” –– which helps to 
portray exactly what she is fight-
ing for. 
     What inspired Miranda-
Rodriguez to create this female 
superhero was his awareness of 
the $74 billion in bond debt and 
$49 billion in unfunded pension 
liabilities outstanding, and the 
fact that Puerto Rican Governor 
Alejandro García Padilla an-
nounced that Puerto Rico would 
be unable to repay this debt in 
2015. This inability ultimately 
led to a humanitarian crisis that 
affected the 3.3 million Puerto 
Ricans with U.S. citizenship liv-
ing on the island. 
     Miranda-Rodriguez noticed 
that in pop-culture, people tend 
to be more well-versed in box of-
fice revenue of a blockbuster film 
than in the human effects that 
this debt has caused. Knowing 
that people today consume su-
perhero culture in movies, video 
games, apparel, and comics, he 
was inspired to create La Borin-
queña. Miranda-Rodriguez hopes 
that via his comic book, he will 
be able to engage mainstream 
media outlets to discuss Puerto 
Rico. He has already received 
coverage from “The Washington 
Post,” “The New York Times,” 
“CNN,” “NBC,” “ABC,” “Enter-
tainment Weekly,” “BuzzFeed,” 
“NowThis,” “Huffington Post,” 
“The Guardian,” “NPR,” “Vul-
ture,” “TeenVogue,” and Mother 
Jones, among other outlets.
     Miranda-Rodriguez explains 
that “this exposure has made me 
a recognized voice and figure for 
Puerto Rico... I continue my phil-
anthropic efforts and advocacy as 
I tour universities, museums, and 
comic cons across the US.”
     Miranda-Rodriguez was 
raised by a single mother and 
mentored by a number of strong 
women. These include his older 
cousin Lillian De Jesus, his sis-
ter, his mentor Iris Morales, and 
New York University professor 
Dr. Marta Moreno Vega. Because 
of these strong women around 
him, Miranda-Rodriguez saw 
the need for a strong, female 
superhero. 
     “I realized if I were to create a 
superhero comic book, this series 
needed to challenge the very 
comic book industry it would 
be part of,” Miranda-Rodriguez 
said. “The women that raised 
me [and] made me the man I 
am today do the work they do 
[every day] because it needs to 
be done... This is why I created a 
character that embraced her heri-
tage proudly and created a narra-
tive that rooted [its] origins in the 
mythology and mysticism of the 
Taínos, the indigenous people of 
the island of Boriken.”
     Over the last year, he has 
dedicated his time to raising 
money for Puerto Rico via the 
La Borinqueña Grants Program. 
Miranda-Rodriguez admits that, 
“La Borinqueña directly impacts 
the lives of many people in 
Puerto Rico and the world. Our 
work inspires artists, activists, 
and families to find ways to help 
one another and to truly recog-
nize the hero in all of us.”
     Teresa Ko, who is the coor-
dinator for this event, hopes that 
“students will be inspired by 
Miranda-Rodríguez’s courageous 
artistic process and his creative 
activism.” With Miranda-Rodri-
guez still speaking out actively 
about the issues that affected 
Puerto Rico economically, she 
thinks that students would appre-
ciate his insights on these issues.
      Without many speakers that 
present information about Puerto 
Rico, and after the disaster of 
Hurricane Marí in Puerto Rico, 
the majority of Americans know 
little about Puerto Rico or even 
that Puerto Ricans are U.S. 
citizens. This sparked Ko’s inter-
est to raise awareness and help 
educate more people on such an 
important topic.  
     “We wanted to invite some-
one who could speak about the 
complex issues that define the 
Puerto Rican experience today 
as well as Puerto Rico’s compli-
cated history as a territory of the 
United States,” said Ko.
      With the hope that this event 
will help answer the core ques-
tions to the Ursinus College 
community, she explains that 
living together will help people 
hear about a history, culture, 
experience, nation that is not suf-
ficiently talked about. 
     At the same time, Ko 
“[thinks] it will be interesting 
to hear from someone who, 
from his work, appears to have 
answered the 4 core questions 
clearly and intently. He has com-
bined the things that matter to 
him—his passion for art, social 
justice, and Puerto Rico—into 
his acclaimed graphic novel La 
Borinqueña. The diverse char-
acters of this book (La Borin-
queña’s best friend is a Chinese-
Dominican) are constantly 
grappling with questions of how 
to live together but also how to 
live respecting the environment. 
And, clearly, his work as an 
activist and philanthropist gives 
us a good example of how to act 
on the question of ‘what should 
I do.’” Miranda-Rodriguez will 
speak at 7:00 pm on March 28th 
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“I realized if I were to create 
a superhero comic book, this 
series needed to challenge 
the very comic book industry 
it would be apart of.”
—Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez
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     Tess Beck ’20 made her 
decision to study abroad in 
Australia this semester because, 
as she explained, it is “such an 
incredibly beautiful place, with 
huge swaths of protected lands 
and national parks –– there was 
just so much to see and explore, 
including the animals that only 
exist here.” Beck said, “Study 
abroad is this awesome op-
portunity to spend 4-6 months 
of your life elsewhere without 
slipping behind in your school 
work and career path, and that 
just won’t happen again for a 
very long time. I wanted to use 
that to go somewhere I would 
never be able to spend time 
otherwise.” 
     Beck was surprised to find 
that the culture in Australia is 
very similar to the culture here 
in the United States. “Austra-
lia doesn’t hit you with much 
culture shock - it’s so similar 
to the U.S. in a lot of ways. I 
think the biggest part of be-
ing in Australia that I didn’t 
prepare for was just how big it 
is. It’s actually about the same 
size as the continental U.S. (7.7 
million square kilometers com-
pared to 8 million kilometers), 
so it’s been harder than I was 
expecting to get out to certain 
places,” she said. “Getting out 
to certain national parks takes 
hours of travel time, and get-
ting over to Western Australia 
is a 6-hour flight - just like 
crossing the U.S. I think it’s 
a feeling most study abroad 
students get - it’s hard to accept 
that the world is so big and you 
won’t get to do all the things 
you want. That’s just life.”
    Although the study abroad 
application process may seem 
daunting, Beck assures students 
that it is not as scary as it may 
seem: “The application process 
Tess Beck ’20 embracing Aussie 
Skylar Haas
skhaas@ursinus.edu
Photo courtesy of Ursinus Communications
Fridge of the 
week
Ashly Chavez ’22 made sure to 
stock her fridge so she could “chef 
it up” over break. 
Calling all interesting fridges! If you 
have a refrigerator you would like featured 
in the Grizzly, please email sicoleman@
ursinus.edu 
was surprisingly easy! There 
weren’t long essays to write 
or anything - just making sure 
you hit deadlines, as they can 
be early, getting your passport 
together, and answering a lot of 
basic questionnaires.”
     Taking classes in a com-
pletely different country may 
also seem inconceivable, but 
Beck says that it is nothing to 
worry about: “The professors 
are really personable and do a 
good job of demanding your 
time and attention in class, 
using class time efficiently, but 
not loading you with outside 
work so you can use time 
outside of class to explore and 
really be here...I also think 
classes are easier here because 
that’s part of Australian culture. 
It’s so laid back and casual. 
Due dates are always flexible, 
projects can be twisted to focus 
on something you’re extra 
interested in.”
     While Beck has been explor-
ing and enjoying the laid-back 
atmosphere, she is still “writ-
ing papers and doing research, 
but everything is much more 
informal over here. You call 
professors by their first names, 
they all hand out their phone 
numbers and spend the first 10 
minutes of class actually talk-
ing with you about what you’re 
up to, and you’re expected to 
have a life and be enjoying 
yourself - getting your work 
done is meant to happen sort of 
on the side.” 
     This kind of environment al-
lows for study abroad students 
to get the full experience of 
the new country they are in 
without having to stress about 
See Beck on pg. 5
due dates. Beck said that she 
is taking “mostly international 
business courses. They are all 
very small classes maybe 20 
students tops, so they’re similar 
to the smaller UC courses in 
size. This program is really 
great as far as availability of 
professors and other resources.”
     As far as getting homesick 
goes, Beck said that there 
are ways to deal with it: “We 
have a full-time counsellor on 
campus for any home sickness 
or other issues, [along with] a 
couple other people focused on 
weekend activities and informa-
tion just to make sure you’re 
having fun, trying new things, 
and really embracing the Aussie 
culture.”
     Beck’s favorite part about 
being abroad so far this semes-
ter has been the weather. She 
explains,“Down under the sea-
sons are flipped, so it’s actually 
mid-summer right now. Missing 
winter back at school is great, 
but the best part about it is just 
the fact that I can be outside ev-
ery day. It’s something I really 
miss at school, where I’ve been 
overloading every semester 
and spending all my time in my 
room or the library. This expe-
rience was meant to be a little 
break for me, and a chance to 
do things I love and miss do-
ing. The warm weather has just 
been really conducive to that: 
spontaneous hikes, beach days, 
picnics, outdoor workouts, or 
just watching the sunset.”
     Studying abroad is some-
thing Beck believes everyone 
“Missing winter back at 
school is great, but the best 
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Meet in Front of 
Bomberger Hall
     Many students come to think 
of Ursinus as their home; not 
simply because it is where they 
live for a few years, but be-
cause the campus is where they 
become who they are, learn what 
they want to do, and meet friends 
that mean the world to them. 
This Spring break, Angela Up-
right ’17, Program Coordinator 
for the Harold C. Smith Program 
in Christian Studies, and 25 
Ursinus students explored what 
home means when they drove 
down to South Carolina to work 
with Habitat for Humanity and 
help build houses for community 
members in Georgetown.
     Habitat for Humanity is a 
nonprofit organization that envi-
sions a world where everyone 
has a decent place to live. Habi-
tat partners with families in need 
of decent and affordable housing 
who then work alongside volun-
teers to build their house.
     Ursinus students worked 
with community members and 
experienced construction work-
ers to help build one of the three 
homes with Habitat in George-
town. Students worked to install 
roofing, paint walls, put in doors, 
and price items for sale at the 
Restore, a resale store organized 
by Habbitat for Humanity. 
     Lizzy Dewitt ’19 shared that 
“the best part of this spring break 
experience was being exposed 
to new, challenging tasks... I 
learned how to assemble differ-
ent parts of a house and just how 
much work goes into something 
as simple as a window or door.”   
     Alexa Beacham ’19 com-
mented, “It was so lovely seeing 
people become comfortable on 
the construction site and in the 
ReStore, especially those folks 
that hadn’t had a lot of prior 
service experience. Everyone 
on this trip had so much to offer 
[to] the greater community of 
Georgetown, SC, regardless of 
their prior service experience. 
Likewise, the greater commu-
nity of Georgetown has so much 
to offer us as visitors, and we 
learned a lot about local customs, 
community, and strength while 
we were there.”
     Sonya Jacobsen ’19 explained 
that she loves Habitat because it 
“allows the volunteers to work 
alongside homeowners... it 
gives volunteers the opportunity 
to form relationships with the 
community they are helping. 
On this trip, we met and worked 
alongside people from the local 
community, many of whom came 
from different backgrounds and 
had different political or reli-
gious views than us. This trip 
challenged us to overcome these 
differences and focus on the 
values that we shared.”
     This sense of community 
extends to the bonds that the 
students made while on the trip. 
Jonathan Monkemeyer ’20 com-
mented that “the best aspect of 
this trip for me was getting closer 
to people I did not know before 
and the priceless experience of 
helping Habitat for Humanity.” 
Angela Upright added that “the 
Habitat trip is a journey in con-
nection and meaning-making... 
The genuine friendship and love 
demonstrated by the Ursinus 
students and Habitat community 
was incredibly inspiring and 
transformative.”
     The trip is also an opportu-
nity for vocational discernment, 
which Upright explains is “the 
intersection of student’s pas-
sions, gifts, and education with 
the needs of the community...  
students got to learn from a 
new community and build new 
relationships. One of the key 
takeaways is learning that we 
must get to know the community 
in order to best serve with them, 
which sometimes means chang-
ing our preconceived ideas [of] 
what it means to serve. Each 
student also gets to affirm their 
strengths and how they can au-
thentically bring themselves into 
new spaces.”
     Many students find that this 
trip helped them to think about 
how they can use their skills and 
education to address the issues 
that they care about. Craig Lauer 
’20, said, “I had never been 
involved in longer, more immer-
sive service opportunities before 
the alternative spring break 
trip. So last year was beyond 
life changing for me. It was the 
trip that sparked my interest in 
the Peace Corps and continuing 
service in my life, and Ang of 
course has been such an incred-
ible inspiration as well.” 
     Jacobsen said, “As a pre-
health student, housing inse-
curity is relevant to my future 
career because it is a major 
factor in health outcomes. This 
trip allowed me to extend my 
education outside of the class-
room and to make a difference 
in community health.” Jacobsen 
believes that service is important 
for college students of any major 
“because it helps students to 
understand social justice issues 
and to find ways to incorporate 
those issues into their future 
career goals.” The students who 
attended this year hope that in fu-
ture years, Ursinus continues this 
trip and creates more opportuni-
ties for immersive service.
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should get the chance to do. “I 
would absolutely recommend 
studying abroad to anyone and 
everyone,” she says. “It’s such 
a healthy break from reality, 
and it’s something you can 
really make your own. My 
experience is all about being 
comfortable and doing what 
I love, but you can choose an 
experience that will challenge 
you, go somewhere with differ-
ent languages, cultures, ways 
of life, you can be in a big city, 
out in the countryside, or in a 
remote jungle - there’s no one 
way to do it… I would also 
say Ursinus is a really difficult 
school. I love it there, but it’s 
very demanding, and it is a 
constant grind in a tiny little 
town. I think it’s really healthy 
to take a break from that, and 
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College admissions scandal is shocking, but not surprising
Daniel Walker
dawalker@ursinus.edu
Backlash against Rep. Omar underlines weakness in Dem leadership
     Operation Varsity Blues 
shook 18-year-old high school 
seniors across the country, made 
parents of middle-class students 
more anxious about the college 
selection process, and forced 
high schools and colleges to take 
an honest look at their practices. 
At least 50 people were indicted 
in the nation’s largest college 
admissions scandal to date and 
more than $25 million was paid 
to college officials, administra-
tors, and coaches in order for 
elite colleges like Harvard, 
Stanford, and USC to accept 
sub-par students from upper class 
parents. William Singer, alleg-
edly the head of the operation, 
ran a company called Key World-
wide Foundation, which helped 
students falsify SAT test scores, 
sports participation, and other 
aspects of the college applica-
tion. One example of the type of 
fraud he is accused of is photo-
shopping high schoolers’ faces 
onto the bodies of professional 
athletes in order to claim that the 
student was a top-star competitor 
in a sport which that student had 
not played. Another accusation 
suggests that students were tak-
ing their SATs in a private room 
with an administrator who would 
change their answers in order to 
secure a better score. The list of 
flagrant lies continues. 
     I am not surprised. Growing 
up in Menlo Park, California, 
a newly wealthy hotspot of the 
country in proximity to Stanford, 
I saw the competition, anxiety, 
and stress that students felt in 
order to get into top schools. 
Both Henry M. Gunn High 
School in Palo Alto and Palo Alto 
High School, a short 20 minutes 
from my house, have experienced 
waves of “suicide clusters,” 
dozens of students who faced 
insurmountable stress and could 
not continue their lives. These in-
cidents are felt by the community 
as a byproduct of the high stress 
and stakes that students face in 
order to be accepted into these 
elite schools.  
     There are many factors that 
have led to a high-pressure sys-
tem for high school juniors and 
seniors. One of the sources of 
this stress is the ranking hierar-
chy as pushed by the U.S. World 
and News Report. Every year, 
USWNR publishes a list of the 
Best Colleges based on a survey 
sent to higher education institu-
tions. The results are weighted as 
follows: Peer assessment at 15%, 
Guidance Counselor assessment 
at 7.5%, six-year retention at 
20%, Faculty resources at 20%, 
Student selectivity at 15%, Fi-
nancial resources at 10%, Gradu-
ation rate performance at 7.5%, 
and Alumni giving rate at 5%. If 
one were to devise a list of rank-
ings that solely measured parent’s 
financial status and elitism as the 
top factors in school ranking, it 
would look something like this 
because these factors revolve 
around reputation, brand, elitism, 
and money. None of these factors 
include personal growth and 
development of students, strength 
of relationships between profes-
sors and students, or initiative 
of students to take risks, make 
mistakes, and learn from others. 
     I would prefer to spend this 
opinion piece talking about the 
greatness of Ursinus, liberal arts 
colleges, and other schools as 
opposed to discussing the elite 
universities. Ursinus offers over 
60 majors and allows students to 
self-design their curriculum, be 
involved in clubs and activities, 
and forge their own path. As is 
often repeated on campus, every-
one does everything here. I am an 
Applied Economics and English 
double major, I have swam all 
four years, I started an invest-
ment company that helps Ursi-
nus, and I write for “The Griz-
zly.” Other students I have met 
here have had half the resources 
and privileges that I have enjoyed 
and accomplished twice as much. 
Placement results from Ursinus 
are fantastic, and students that 
work hard and do well in school 
go on to have interesting, unique, 
and quintessential liberal-arts 
careers. The skills I have learned 
at Ursinus, as well as the people 
that have influenced me dur-
ing my time here, have helped 
prepare me for the world after 
college. I have learned important 
life lessons at Ursinus, including 
humility, patience, and ambition, 
that I do not think I would have 
learned at other schools. 
     The liberal arts education 
is devalued by the parents of 
wealthy children because it does 
not bring with it the prestige 
and brand of an Ivy League 
university. For 4.0 high school 
athletes trying to determine be-
tween Harvard and Yale and for 
Ursinus freshmen wondering if 
this school is the right fit: do not 
spend time wondering where you 
should go, but who you should 
strive to become. One 2011 
paper, “Estimating the Return 
to College Selectivity over the 
Career Using Administrative 
Earnings Data” by Alan Krueger, 
economist at Princeton Uni-
versity, claims that “the typical 
student does not unambiguously 
benefit from attending the most 
selective college to which he 
or she was admitted. Rather, … 
students need to think carefully 
about the fit between their abili-
ties and interests, the attributes of 
the school they attend, and their 
career aspirations.” Students are 
no better off attending presti-
gious universities than they are 
any other schools. Ursinus is a 
fantastic place to understand who 
you would like to be and what 
influence you would like to make 
in the world around you - if you 
so choose.
     In the past few years, progres-
sives and leftists have begun 
to occupy a greater place of 
prominence than ever before in 
the public discourse. Some of the 
most visible progressive figures 
of the current moment are state 
representatives such as Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez, Rashida 
Tlaib, and Ilhan Omar. All of 
these women hold a unique space 
in the hierarchy of the House 
Democratic caucus: particularly 
because they support policies –– 
Medicare For All, for example 
–– that lean decidedly further to 
the left than most legislation that 
has passed through the House. 
       Though plenty of people 
view the members of this so-
called “freshman class” as an 
people who will push for greater 
social change, still others are 
skeptical. Obviously, the more 
conservative factions of the 
country as a whole despise 
them, citing the terms of Ocasio-
Cortez’s Green New Deal and 
Tlaib’s well-publicized “impeach 
the M.F.” remark as evidence of 
the decay of America and West-
ern civilization as a whole. But 
the recent backlash against Rep. 
Omar on account of remarks 
she made criticizing Israel show 
how the Democratic old guard 
is putting up it’s own kind of 
resistance towards the newer, 
younger faces of the progressive 
movement.
     Controversy arose when 
Omar was publicly challenged 
over an old tweet of hers in 
which she insinuated that 
Congress’s support for Israel 
was funded in part by pro-Israel 
lobbyists such as AIPAC. In 
turn, Democratic politicians such 
as Chuck Schumer and Max 
Rose accused her of pushing 
anti-semitic tropes to criticize 
America and Israel’s relation-
ship. Omar admitted that her 
remarks could be misinterpreted, 
but the backlash from Democrats 
and Republicans alike dominated 
the news cycle for the better part 
of a week. On March 6, President 
Trump tweeted the following: “It 
is shameful that House Demo-
crats won’t take a stronger stand 
against anti-Semitism in their 
conference. Anti-Semitism has 
fueled atrocities throughout his-
tory and it’s inconceivable they 
will not act to condemn it!” 
     To anyone who has been pay-
ing attention to Trump’s political 
career, the absurd hypocrisy of 
this tweet is as apparent as can 
be. Whether it be via the crypto-
fascist sloganeering that led to 
such memorable catch phrases 
as “Make America Great Again” 
and “Build That Wall,” his now-
infamous “both sides” response 
to the violence in Charlottesville, 
or - as reported by the “New 
York Times” - his use of Jewish 
billionaires such as George Soros 
and Lloyd Blankfein to signify 
“global special interests” in a 
2016 campaign ad, Trump has 
spent the better part of the last 
few years directly and indirectly 
appealing to white nationalist 
and anti-Semitic paranoia. It is 
apparent that Trump does not see 
the false equivalency in compar-
ing the remarks of Omar –– a 
Muslim woman critiquing Israel 
from an anti-imperialist perspec-
tive –– to historical anti-Semitic 
atrocities founded on white su-
premacy. But do the Democrats 
recognize this as well?
     As Zack Beauchamp of “Vox” 
posits, Muslim-Americans 
are more likely to face vocal 
resistance upon questioning the 
Israeli government’s occupation 
of Palestinian land. And despite 
the Democratic party’s outward 
commitment to making America 
a better and safer place, it is tell-
ing that the Democratic estab-
lishment –– which, despite the 
recent surge of new blood in the 
form of Ocasio-Cortez, Omar, et 
al. is still mostly white and male 
–– should react to Omar’s state-
ments in a way that unconscious-
ly betrays their own hesitance to 
support anti-imperialist measures 
and policies.
     Establishment Democrats 
such as Schumer and Rose 
have every right to be fearful 
of anti-Semitism, but they fail 
to comprehend that criticizing 
Israel’s imperialist actions - espe-
cially as a Muslim-American 
- does not and should not equate 
to a condemnation of Judaism 
as a whole, and certainly should 
not be equated to any sort of 
white supremacist dogwhistle. 
If anything, the amplification of 
this controversy serves to distract 
from the very real dangers posed 
by our current conservative 
administration. Just a few weeks 
ago, Omar grilled Elliott Abrams, 
foreign envoy to Venezuela, 
over his past history of violent 
intervention in South America.
Despite Omar visibly configur-
ing herself as an anti-imperialist 
voice, the Democratic establish-
ment seem more interested in 
pushing back against her minor 
transgressions than amplifying 
her opposition to foreign inter-
vention.
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The Ursinus Baseball team is 
off to an 8-5 start to the season 
and right in the middle of it is ju-
nior OF Dom Fiorentino.
Fiorentino has been a fixture 
atop the Bears’ lineup, batting a 
whopping .420 with an astronom-
ical .920 slugging percentage, 
making his OPS 1.428 through 13 
games.
Where Fiorentino has been 
most impressive is his ability to 
hit triples. He’s already totaled 
seven (7) triples in the young 
2019 season, which ties the Ursi-
nus record for triples in a season 
with over a month to play in order 
to get one more and break it.
That’s not the only bit of his-
tory that Fiorentino has made in 
the early going this season. He 
also notched his 100th career hit 
during Saturday’s double header 
againsy CCNY, and also hit a 
grand slam in that performance.
For those keeping score at 
home, that’s two historical marks 
that Fiorentino has already hit just 
13 games into his junior campaign.
Photo courtesy of @ucwlax on Instgram
strong pitching performances 
from sophomores Nick Defeo and 
Will Peiffer, along with freshman 
A.J. Palumbo.
Peiffer appeared in 3 games 
and walked away with a 2.25 
ERA, nine strikeouts, a win and a 
save, in eight total innings. 
Palumbo defeated SUNY Poly 
with 5 innings pitched where he 
allowed two earned runs and re-
corded four strikeouts. 
Defeo pitched a total of 9.1 in-
nings with an era of 2.89 and six 
strikeouts. In the last game, De-
feo pitched a gem, allowing only 
four hits in his complete game 
shutout to help the Bears leave 
Florida with a win over Rhode 
Island College, a regional team a 
year ago in 2018.
However the trip isn’t sup-
posed to just be a warm-up be-
fore the conference schedule 
picks up. It is also a great time 
for the team to bond with each 
other and increase the team co-
hesion.
“One night we [went] mini 
golfing, another night we went to 
Disney Springs, and every night 
we would all hang out in the 
rooms that we stayed in. A lot of 
us really got to know to some of 
the freshman better after living 
with them all week,” Stanziale, 
who had four RBI’s, 5 runs, and 
a home run in Florida, said.
There were plenty of memo-
ries made that did not involve the 
actual on-field play.
“One of the freshman tripped 
and fell while running out on the 
field. I smashed an egg on [senior 
Alex] Soriano’s head the day we 
were leaving...The trip definite-
ly brought us closer together,” 
Stanziale said.
Now with the Bears getting 
ready to play a big chunk of their 
schedule, the trip is something 
they can look back on.
“The trip was a great experi-
ence. It was a great time to hang 
out with all the guys and play 
baseball for week with no dis-
tractions. Felt great for all of us 
to get back on the field again and 
compete against other teams,” 
Stanziale said.
The Bears have maintained 
the momentum from the win 
against Rhode Island, taking 
their first game back from break 
on Wednesday Mar. 20 in a 14-3 
onslaught of Delaware Val-
ley University. This continued 
on Sunday, Mar. 24, when they 
managed to sweep the City Col-
lege of New York in both games 
of their double header.
house really allowed us to come 
closer together as a team.”
The Bears finished up their 
trip on Wednesday with an af-
ternoon tilt against Sewanee. 
The Bears were able to pick 
up their first win of their 2019 
campaign after carrying a 
three-goal lead into halftime 
and closing out the Tigers 16-
12.
The Bears were led by big 
performances by senior mid-
fielders Kaci McNeave (4 
goals, 4 assists) and Bridget 
Sherry (6 goals, 2 assists). 
Sherry credited the victory to 
the team’s “composure” in the 
hotly contested game, which is 
something she hopes will carry 
over into conference play. 
Emily DiGiorgio chipped in 
a goal and an assist believed 
that ball movement was a major 
reason for the Bears success.
“That is something we have 
to continue in future games,” 
DiGiorgio said.
While the trip to Nashville 
may have had some alternative 
entertainment and excitement 
outside of lacrosse, Courtney 
Cortese’s focus is apparent. 
“Getting our first win [was 
my favorite part of the trip],” 
Cortese said.
For the Bears, the next chal-
lenge is successfully navigating 
the ever-competitive Centenni-
al Conference. With the likes of 
defending national champion 
Gettysburg and the currently 
ranked no. 2 team in the nation, 
Franklin and Marshall, residing 
in the CC, that will be no easy 
task. 
The Bears hope that this trip 
to Nashville will help propel 
the team to future success in the 
second half of their season.
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See Baseball on pg. 7
UC Baseball picking up steam 
as season gets into full swing
Senior LHP David Drea was among those leading the way in UC’s victory in their home opener against 
Delaware Valley. Drea spun 6 innings of one-run ball en route to his first win of the season.
Photo courtesy of  David Morgan/Stylish Images
Women’s Lacrosse 
travels to Nashville 






See W. Lax on pg. 7
The Ursinus baseball team 
went down to Florida over break 
to get their season underway. 
From March 10th-16th the Bears 
played a total of ten games in-
cluding games against SUNY 
Poly College, Curry College, 
Nichols College and ended with 
Rhode Island College.
During their trip the Bears 
went 5-5 and played some ex-
citing baseball that should have 
the team motivated to start their 
season off. They lost the opener 
to Worcester St. in a slugfest that 
ended 14-13, then later that day 
they came back and beat Gordon 
College 9-8 in the 10th inning.
They then went on to sweep 
SUNY Poly and split with Curry 
before getting swept by Nichols 
and splitting with Rhode Island. 
However this team showed that 
their strength is going to be at the 
plate. During the totality of their 
trip, they outscored their oppo-
nents 78-67, an 11-run differen-
tial.
Offensively the Bears were led 
by juniors Dom Fiorentino and 
Alex Mumme. 
“Dom Fiorentino and Alex 
Mumme picked up where they 
left off. Mumme is close to beat-
ing the program doubles record 
and got to 100 hits down there. 
Dom had 6 triples in 10 games, 
he’s one triple away from tying 
the single season program record. 
I think he’s like 5 hits away from 
100 as well,” Mike Stanziale, a 
junior infielder and designated 
hitter on the team said.
Fiorentino, an outfielder for 
the Bears, had a .366 batting aver-
age with 5 RBI’s, 12 runs scored, 
5 stolen bases, along with a hom-
er. He also hit an unbelievable six 
triples during the trip, and now 
just needs one more to match the 
Ursinus single-season record. 
Mumme, a utility guy who 
can be moved around on defense, 
batted .400 with 11 RBI’s, 14 
runs scored, and he also added a 
dinger. However, even with these 
guys swinging the bat well the 
whole team did their part.
As a team the Bears batted 
.326 with a .422 on base percent-
age, .511 slugging percentage, 
and four home runs.
The Bears also had some 
Spring break is often a time 
for sports teams on campus to 
get away. While the usual re-
location destination is Florida, 
the Ursinus College Women’s 
lacrosse team often visits plac-
es that you might not expect for 
their trips.
Two years ago, the team 
took their trip to Colorado, 
where they were able to explore 
the beautiful terrain including 
to the Garden of the Gods and 
the US Olympic Training Cen-
ter located in Colorado Springs.
This year, the team traveled 
to Nashville, Tennessee for 
a four-day trip. The team be-
gan its trip on Saturday when 
they flew from Philadelphia to 
Nashville after a morning prac-
tice in preparation for a Sunday 
contest against Kenyon College 
which was held at Sewanee.
The first game of the trip 
didn’t go as planned for the 
Bears. The bears went down 
early against Kenyon, trailing 
by five at halftime. Kenyon 
was able to double the lead by 
the end of the second half and 
walked away with an 18-8 vic-
tory over Ursinus. The Bears 
received good efforts from Em-
ily DiGiorgio, Jill Verrelle, and 
Kaci McNeave, who had two, 
three, and four goals, respec-
tively. 
The team’s next two days 
were filled with practice at the 
historic Vanderbilt University 
but also gave the girls an op-
portunity to explore the city 
of Nashville. The team took 
to the streets and got to take a 
trip to the Country Music Hall 
of Fame. For many of the play-
ers, getting to explore Nash-
ville was something they will 
always remember.
“It’s a vibe completely dif-
ferent than any other city I’ve 
experienced and being able to 
tour with my teammates and 
best friends was the best part,” 
senior Abby Goldstein said. 
Senior midfielder Bridget 
Sherry echoed Goldstein com-
ments saying her favorite 
memory was “having awesome 
weather and being able to ex-
plore different parts of the city.”
While sightseeing may have 
been an enjoyable dimension 
to the trip, the ability to spend 
quality time with the team may 
be what the team takes away 
from this trip the most. 
Senior Courtney Cortese 
said, “Living in 2 big houses 
with about 15 of us in each 
